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California Prairie: Our Least Appreciated Major 


Ecosystem 
California prairie is our state’s least 
understood and protected widespread 
ecosystem. It has historically been mis- 
described and mis-understood. It is a 
major source of California’s botanical 
diversity, but too often it is dismissed 
as non-native annual grassland and 
treated as a priority for development 
and destruction. Its value as an 
important part of nature in our state 
needs to be appreciated so it can be 
adequately protected. 


Dr. Glen Holstein 


Glen is a graduate of Cal Poly, San 
Luis Obispo, with a degree in biology, 
and transferred from there to botany 
graduate school at UC Davis. He 
took a few years off to help found 


In The Native Garden — February 2022 by Deborah Halfpenny, Horticulture Chair 


The best way to learn how to garden 
and landscape with native plants 

is to get out and do it. Free, hands- 
on workshops are held monthly 

at the Alice Hecker Native Plant 
Garden located on the grounds of 
the Chico Creek Nature Center in 
Bidwell Park. Learn about native 
garden plants, planting, pruning, 
irrigation, mulching, problem 
solving, creating habitat, designing 
and more. Workshops are open to all 
(members, non-members, beginners, 
and experienced gardeners of any 
age) and are held the second Saturday 
of each month, weather permitting. 
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Wednesday, February 2, 2022 at 7pm via Zoom 


February 2022 


Zoom Meeting 


the California Natural Diversity 

Data Base, participate in creation 

of the Consumnes, Cold Canyon, 
Nipomo Dunes, and Carrizo Plain 
reserves, and to write a chapter on 
riparian biogeography for Warner 

& Hendrix’s California Riparian 
Systems. Following that he finished 
his botany Ph.D. at Davis with a 
dissertation on climatic influences on 
plant physiognomy in world biomes. 
As a botanical consultant he saw much 
of California and its rare plants. He 
has been an active conservationist 

for many years, and retirement has 
enabled him to devote much more 
time to Tuleyome while also serving 
on several allied conservation boards. 


Each workshop includes a short 
walk-through of the garden to discuss 
current garden issues and chores, 
demonstrations, then followed by 
opportunities to put new skills into 
practice. Please bring your own 
favorite hand tools along with any 
gardening or design questions you 
might have about your own garden. 
Next workshop is Saturday, February 
12, 10am - noon. Instruction starts 
promptly at 10. All children must be 
accompanied by an adult. This month 
we will learn how to distinguish 
wildflower seedlings from weeds and 
which herbaceous perennials and 


February 2022 


https: 
Meeting ID: 870 1292 3129 


cnps-ore.zoom.us /j/ 87012923129 


Among his projects have been helping 
to develop the 
Yolo Habitat 
Conservancy, 
helping to create 
Berryessa-Snow 
Mountain National 
Monument, 
conserving, 
Woodland 
Regional Park 
Preserve, 
campaigning to 
protect Walker 
Ridge, and writing three articles 

for the 2011 Fremontia issue on 
California’s prairies and grasslands, 


which he co-edited. 


Dr. Glen Holstein 


shrubs to cut 
back before 
spring; we'll 
check on the 
progress of 
the Monarch/ 
pollinator 
garden 
planted last 
November 
and look for 
flowers and 
caterpillars on 
the garden Pipe Vines (Aristolochia 
californica). 


Aristolochia californica, 
by Deborah Halfpenny 
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WATER-WISE & 
HABITAT-FRIENDLY 


GARDEN 
TOUR 


SUNDAY, MAY 1, 2022 
WaterWiseChico.com 


Save the date: The 2022 
Water-Wise and Habitat- 
Friendly Garden Tour 


The 2022 Water-Wise and Habitat- 
Friendly Garden Tour is scheduled 

for Sunday, May 1. Planning is now in 
progress. Would you like to open your 
garden for the tour, suggest another’s, 
be part of the tour committee and help 
with planning, be a garden host, or 
share administrative skills? Please let 
us know. We are especially interested 
in finding gardens in the Paradise burn 
scar, as well as in Glenn, Tehama, and 
Plumas counties. 


Please contact Deborah Halfpenny for 
more info about garden workshops 
and the garden tour at 
debhalfcent@yahoo.com 
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Field Trips 
by Marjorie McNairn 


NOTE: Please check with Marjorie prior to a field trip to see if it has been 
canceled due to social distancing or fire. 


Saturday, February 5 

Bidwell Park North Rim Trail 

Meet at the Horseshoe Lake Parking Lot E at 10:00.We will hike along the 
North Rim Trail looking for the earliest plants in bloom. On a clear day 
enjoy views of Chico, the Central Valley and the mountains of the Coast 
Range. Bring water, lunch/snack, and weather appropriate gear. Hike is “th oie ty 
about 4 miles round trip. Back by 2:30. i | ii i si Se 
Up the Ridg 


; ; s ; e: Rim Trail Route 
Please reserve a space and sign the waiver using the link through Mount 


Lassen Chapter Meetup, Rain cancels. Leader: Marjorie McNairn 


Saturday, February 19 

Fern Cliff And Annie Bidwell Trail 

Meet at the east end of Chico Canyon Road and Centennial Avenue at 
10:00. We will observe the five different ferns along the rock face on the 
south side of Big Chico Creek. Continuing along the Annie Bidwell Trail, 
we hope to see milkmaids, blooming Bay laurel, and checker lily. Bring 
water, lunch /snack, and weather-appropriate gear. Back by 2:30. Please 


reserve a space and sign the waiver using the link through Mount Lassen 
ry 


Chapter Meetup. Rain Cancels. Leader: Marjorie McNairn 
Checker lily 


Denise Kelly 


Owner 


Floral Native Nursery 
14388 Meridian Road 
Chico, CA 95973 
(530) 892-2511 


406 Entler Avenue 
Chico, CA 95928 

530 345-3121 

FAX 345-5354 
flowerfloozie@sbcglobal.net 


www.theplantbarn.com 


aif Ave, Chico | 530.894.5410 | www Magno ioGorden Agcom 


These businesses support the 
goals of CNPS 


Members get a 10% discount 
on plants 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS — 
Wednesday, February 2 

February Program: California 
Prairie presented by Dr. Glen 
Holstein 


Saturday, February 5 
Field trip: Bidwell Park North Rim 
Trail 


Saturday, February 12, 10am-noon 
Workshop at Alice Hecker Native 
Plant Garden 


Saturday, February 19 
Field trip: Fern Cliff And Annie 
Bidwell Trail 
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Smokey the Beaver: Can beaver dams keep riparian corridors green during wildfire? 
Wednesday, March 2, 2022 at 7pm via Zoom 


Beaver dams and beaver mimicry (e.g. 
Beaver Dam Analogs) are gaining 
popularity as a low-tech, low-cost 
strategy to build climate resiliency at 
the landscape scale. Beavers slow and 
store water in their ponds, canals, and 


the surrounding soil during wet periods. 


Then during dry periods, the stored 
water stays accessible to plant roots, 


effectively “irrigating” the riparian zone. 


Recent research shows that even during 
wildfire, these patches of the landscape 
stay green and can serve as fire refugia, 


preserving intact, mature riparian habitat. Perhaps instead 
of relying solely on human engineering and management 
to create and maintain fire-resistant landscape patches, we 
could embrace beaver’s ecosystem engineering to achieve 


the same goals at a lower cost. 


Emily Fairfax 


Emily Fairfax is an Assistant 
Professor of Environmental 
Science and Resource Management 
at California State University 
Channel Islands. Dr. Fairfax 
double majored in Chemistry and 
Physics as an undergraduate at 
Carleton College, then went on to 
earn a PhD in Geological Sciences 
from the University of Colorado 
Boulder. She uses a combination of 
remote sensing and field work to 
understand how beaver activity can 


create drought and fire-resistant patches in the landscape 
under a changing climate. Her colleagues and students 
can vouch that when Dr. Fairfax says she can talk about 
beavers all day, she’s not kidding. 


Zoom Meeting https: //cnps-org.zoom.us/j/87012923129 Meeting ID: 870 1292 3129 


In The Native Garden — March 2022 by Deborah Halfpenny, Horticulture Chair 


While we had more rain this past 
November & December than we had 
all of the previous winter, we started 
2022 completely dry. If you planted 
new natives or sowed wildflower 
seeds in the fall, you will need to 

be the rain yourself and give them 
water during these dry spells. Keep 
new roots moist by watering deeply. 
Remember that the potting soil in the 
containers your plants came in will 
dry out faster than the surrounding 
native soil. You can still plant new 
moisture-loving natives in your garden 
in March (ones that will appreciate 
the extra summer water you will have 
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Gilia tricolor, Eschscholzia lobbii, and 

Lupinus nanus photo by Deborah Halfpenny 
to provide), but unless we get a good 
amount of spring rain, it might be best 
to wait to do more planting until this 
coming fall. 


March is the time to divide, prune, and 


March 2022 


coppice some native plants. To learn 
which ones need which treatment, 
come to our next hands-on gardening 
workshop at the Alice Hecker Native 
Garden at the Chico Creek Nature 
Center in Bidwell Park on Saturday, 
March 12, 10am to noon (rain cancels). 
At our February workshop, Ali 
Meders-Knight of the Mechoopda tribe 
taught participants how to respectfully 
harvest some of the plants in the 
garden and how they are traditionally 
used by local people. Don’t miss out 
on these important garden lessons! For 
more info, contact Deborah Halfpenny 
debhalfcent@yahoo.com. 
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Patrick Kelley 


Mount Lassen Chapter has lost another 
long-time member. Pat Kelley died on 
January 8, just two days short of his 
94th birthday. He became a member 

of our CNPS chapter in 1982 when 

he retired to Chico from Oakland 
where he was a reference librarian. 


He filled the position of Conservation 
Chair from 1985 to 1993, which was 

an era of much controversy about 
saving the Butte County meadowfoam 
(Limnanthes floccosa ssp. californica) 


from destruction by urban development 


or agricultural uses. That particular 
species of meadowfoam is an annual 
that inhabits vernal drainages and 
sometimes at the edges of vernal 
pools, and only grows in a narrow 
28-mile strip in Butte County along 
the eastern Sacramento valley. Pat was 
outspoken in his efforts to prevent 
the loss of habitat for the species. He 
was also interested in the medicinal 
uses of California native plants and 
of mushrooms, which was evident on 
field trips as he generously shared his 
knowledge of both subjects. He last 
attended a field trip in May, 2018 to 
Big Bald Rock when he was partially 
blind. Pat was outspoken in his beliefs 
in conservation advocacy, and much 
admired as our Conservation Chair. 
He was also an inspiration to us all 
throughout the years as he rode his 
bicycle everywhere he went. 
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photo by Deborah Halfpenny 


March 2022 


CHAIRS >= 


Alice Hecker Native Plant Garden 
Deborah Halfpenny ¢ (831) 595-7615 


Chapter Council Delegate 
David Popp ° (530) 990-3703 


Conservation OPEN 
Education OPEN 
Events OPEN 


Field Trips 
Marjorie McNairn ¢ (530) 343-2397 


Horticulture 
Deb Halfpenny ¢ (831) 595-7615 


Hospitality OPEN 
Invasive Plants OPEN 


Membership & Mailing 
Chris Mueller 


Newsletter Editor 

Carla Resnick ¢ carlaphoto@gmail. 
com 

Programs 

Lisa Williams ¢ (510) 520-6348 
Publicity 

Cindy Weiner e° (530) 588-1906 


Volunteer Recognition 
Marjorie McNairn ¢ (530) 343-2397 


Website Administrator 
seeking replacement 
Woody Elliott © (530) 588-2555 


Contribute to The Pipevine 


Issue Deadline 
No issue in January 

February 26 23 si. January 10 
Marchon eB sin February 10 
April. sreathan es March 10 
May: taae Jee, April 10 
June, July, Aug .... May 10 
September ........ August 10 
October .......... September 10 
November........ October 10 
December......... November 10 


Email: carlaphoto@gmail.com 


Page 2 


Field Trips by Marjorie McNairn 

Saturday, March 5 * 9am 

Yahi Trail * Upper Bidwell Park 

Meet at 9 am in Upper Bidwell Park at eae Lot L 
(Diversion Dam) by driving the gravel 
road about 1.7 miles beyond Horseshoe 
Lake’s Lot E. If it has rained and the gate 
is closed this trip is canceled. Bring lunch, 
water, insect /sun protection. Wear sturdy 
shoes. Hike the scenic Yahi Trail in a 
majestic canyon with spectacular vistas. 
We expect to see and identify a variety of ia 
blooming flowers, including red larkspur, anirai 
California poppy, purple mouse ears, and the rare shied- 
bracted monkey-flower. The trail transects grassy flats, open 
oak savanna, slopes and canyon walls and crosses through 
shady and moist riparian woodlands. We will walk about 2 
miles one way and then return to lot L. Rain cancels. Please 
reserve a space and sign the waiver using the link through 
Mount Lassen Chapter Meetup, Rain cancels. Leader: Marjorie 
McNairn 


What is BioChar? 


Communities in California and throughout the 
West are ramping up efforts to remove excess 
forest fuels in the Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) in 
order to protect homes and businesses. However, 
cutting down trees and brush is only the first step. 
Removing fuels requires the expense of chipping 
or hauling material off-site for disposal elsewhere. Material can 
also be piled and burned, but that generates smoke pollution and 
harms forest soils with burn scars. 


This is where making biochar presents a solution. Here’s a quote, 
that explains the importance of biochar, from Kelpie Wilson of the 
U.S. Biochar Initiative and Wilson Biochar Associates. 


“Fire exclusion has deprived forest soils of natural biochar. The 
amount of charcoal generated by wildfire depends on fire intensity, 


Saturday, March 26 * 9 am 
Sierra Fawn Lilies ° Magalia Serpentine 


Meet at the Chico Park & Ride (Hwy 32/ 99) at 9 am with 
lunch, water and hiking gear. We park at the intersection of 
Skyway and Coutolenc Road then hike down the road, or 
on a rough trail to the West Branch of the Feather River for 
lunch. On this serpentine slope are 
endemic McNab cypress seedlings, 
which sprouted after the Camp 
fire. Carpets of yellow and white 
fawn lilies are one of the most 3 
spectacular spring flower displays 


in the area. Two rare plants may 


also be blooming, a Fritillary and a Butte E 
Please reserve a space and sign the waiver using the link 
through Mount Lassen Chapter Meetup. Rain Cancels. Leader: 
Marjorie McNairn 


NOTE: Please check with Marjorie prior to a field trip to see if it has 
been canceled due to social distancing or fire. 


Į fire return interval, vegetation type, and fuel 
=== loading, but researchers estimate that 10-50% 
of the carbon found in forest soils is charcoal. 
Periodic, low- intensity fire provides a regular 

1 input of biochar and minerals to rejuvenate 
forest soils. When we make biochar in the 
woods from material that is too expensive to 
haul out for any other use, this is a form of 
biomimicry that restores important soil components and helps 
retain water.” 


To find out more about Biochar and see pictures of how it’s made 
use this link. 


https: 


While the workshops have passed, you can contact Calli-Jane 
West at the Butte Fire Safe Council at 530-877-0984 or by email at 
firesafe@buttefiresafe.net. 


buttefiresafe.net / biochar-in-the-woods-worksho 


These businesses support the goals of CNPS Members get a 10% discount on plants 
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Denise Kelly 


Owner 


406 Entler Avenue 
Chico, CA 95928 

530 345-3121 

FAX 345-5354 
flowerfloozie@sbcglobal.net 
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Saturday, March 5 

Field Trip 

Yahi Trail ° Upper Bidwell Park 


Saturday, March 26 

Field Trip 

Sierra Fawn Lilies ° Magalia 
Serpentine 


Saturday, March 12, 10am to noon 
Hands-on Gardening Workshop at 
the Alice Hecker Native Garden at the 
Chico Creek Nature Center 
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April Program 
Another Visit with the Wandering Gardener 


Wednesday, April 6, 2022 at 7pm via Zoom 


In 2019, as a prelude to the Water-Wise and Habitat-Friendly 
Garden Tour, Kathy LaShure gave a presentation about the 
newly completed transformation of their west-side Chico 
home landscape. The same scenario will happen this year 
with an updated and renamed repeat of her program on 
April 6 via Zoom. Then on May 1, 2022 you will be able to 
visit this garden and 7 other private gardens plus 2 public 
spaces. 


Kathy’s program covers the process of designing and then 
installing a nearly complete landscape makeover. Working 
with inspiring garden designer John Whittlesey, over 7000 
sq ft of sheet-mulched lawn was converted to a vibrant 
multi-zoned habitat garden on the two front sides of the 
corner lot. Just beyond the garden gate there is a productive 
organic kitchen garden in raised beds. Behind the house, 
the swimming pool is flanked by a Hot Zone garden with 
year-round reflected heat from the rear garage wall and a 
shady woodland garden under existing Japanese maples. 
Initially over 500 plants were used, including 115 different 
California natives plus natives from arid Arizona, Texas and 
Mexico. Most of the remaining species are also drought- 
tolerant, many from locations around the world that also 
have a Mediterranean climate (wet cool winter /warm dry 
summer). Over the past 3 years some plants died or were 
removed and many more were added. 


Kathy has been a member of CNPS since 1991, serving 

on the boards of both the San Gabriel Mountains and 
Bristlecone Chapters. She also served as the Chair of the 
Maturango Museum’s (Ridgecrest, CA) Garden Committee, 
overseeing several major expansions of their landscaping. 
From 2011 to 2016, while living in the Northern Mojave town 
of Inyokern, she participated in CNPS’ Rare Plant Treasure 
Hunt program, documenting 138 occurrences of 24 species 
plus an additional 17 occurrences of Rank 1B.2 Phacelia 
novenmillensis (spring 2016). She is a woman with a green 
heart! 


Zoom Meeting https: / /cnps-org.zoom.us/j/87012923129 Meeting ID: 870 1292 3129 
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Gardening with Natives 
Hands-On Workshop 
Saturday, April 9, 10am — noon 
Alice Hecker Memorial Native Plant 


Garden at the Chico Creek Nature 
Center, 1968 E 8th St, Chico 


April Topic: Drip Irrigation 
Leader: Deborah Halfpenny 


Register by sending an RSVP email to 
debhalfcent@yahoo.com 


Please bring your own tools, friends, 
and questions 


Recent garden workshop with Mechoopda 
basketmaker Ali Meders-Knight, demonstrating 
how to make string from Apocynum cannabinum 
(Dogbane) 


Plant Sp 


7% 


otlight 


vt 


Foothill Penstemon (Penstemon heterophyllus) 


Foothill Penstemon (Penstemon 
heterophyllus) is endemic to California, 
where it can be found in all of the 
major coastal mountain ranges and the 
northern Sierra Nevada foothills. It is 
a perennial herb producing upright, 
branching stems easily exceeding one 
meter in height and becoming woody 
at the bases. 
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Field Trips by Marjorie McNairn 


Vina Plains Preserve 
Saturday, April 2 


Meet at Chico Park& Ride at 
9:30 am or at the Preserve gate 
at 10:00 across from Haille 
Road on Hwy 99 about 13 
miles north of Chico. Enjoy one of the best examples in 
California of vernal pools teeming with rare invertebrate 
life. See not only the pools but grassland that features a 
variety showy native flowers. We hope to catch early to 
mid-season goldfields and tidy tips and perhaps see some 
invertebrates at the pool edges. This one-mile walk is 
relatively flat, but the surface will be uneven due to cow 
footprints and after a rain may be wet, muddy or slippery 
in places. Bring sturdy shoes, water, hat, and windbreaker 
or rain gear as needed for the day. Please sign up with 
https: / /www.meetup.com /California-Native-Plant-Society- 
Mount-Lassen-Chapter and sign the waiver. Leader: 
Marjorie 530 343-2397 


Vina Plains 


Deer Creek Preserve 


Take a Hike — Deer Creek Preserve 


Saturday, April 23, 10am — 1pm, with the option to caravan 
from Chico Park & Ride at 8:45am. 


Carpooling is strongly encouraged as trailhead parking can 
be limited on weekends. 


In partnership with the Mount Lassen Chapter of the 
California Native Plant Society, the Northern California 
Regional Land Trust is excited to welcome the public to the 
Deer Creek Preserve to enjoy spring bloom as part of the 
Take a Hike event series. Led by CNPS’s Marjorie McNairn, 
this hike will wind into the interior of the Preserve toward 
the fish ladder before returning along the same route, 
offering participants the opportunity to hone their native 
plant identification skills as well as beautiful canyon views. 
This is an easy hike of three to four miles, depending on 
participant interest, with a few moderately strenuous 
climbs and one stream crossing on boulders that will be 
navigable for any sure-footed hiker. Supportive footwear, 
light clothing layers, sunscreen, a hat, and ample water and 


mj Snacks are recommended. 


Registration is free but is required to participate. Visit 


www.landconservation.org /events to reserve your spot. 


Please consider a tax-deductible donation to support future 


= educational events like this one, and the conservation of 


open spaces and wild places across Northern California. 


æ Planning Tip: Lunch is not part of the event, but 
| participants may choose to leave a cooler in their vehicle 


and stay behind at the end of the hike to picnic by Deer 


| Creek. Alternately, participants returning to Chico will pass 
| by Zavattero Grocery in Forest Ranch, offering a popular 


deli counter and selection of fresh and packaged foods. 


These businesses support the goals of CNPS Members get a 10% discount on plants 


Floral Native Nursery 
14388 Meridian Road 
Chico, CA 95973 
(530) 892-2511 
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Out of The Ashes by Lisa Farr 


My name is Lisa, and I’m a volunteer trail adopter and 
maintainer for the Pacific Crest Trail Association in 
Northern California. Have you ever hiked past a fallen tree 
that magic fairies have cut and moved off of the trail? The 
PCTA Pounders Promise crew are the magic fairies who do 
that for the Pacific Crest Trail between Donner Summit and 
Lassen National Forest. It’s fun work with great people. 


I never dreamed my avocation would give me a front row 
seat for witnessing the destructive and transformational 
power of fire in a section of the Sierra Nevada I’d come to 
know and love. 


You could consider me to be an 
accidental botanist. A large part 
of the work PCTA crews do is 
brushing, keeping vegetation 
out of the trail corridor. Having 
basic knowledge of the flora 
along the trail helps us be efficient 
and effective. We know what to 
protect, what to cut back, and 
can plan for how fast different 
plants regrow (I’m looking at 
you, chokecherry). I’ve stopped 
apologizing to all of the white fir 
seedlings I’ve plucked from the 
edges of the trail year after year, 
and have developed a personal 
vendetta against poison oak. 


The section of the PCT I help 
maintain is between Quincy- 
LaPorte Road and the Middle Fork 
of the Feather River. It’s a hidden gem in the Lost Sierra, 
lush and abundant. The steep switchbacks leading down 
to the river are riddled with seeps and shaded most of the 
day, creating a riot of greenery that requires hours of work 
every season to keep at bay. Or it used to. The Bear Fire in 
2020 changed everything. 


When the fire hit, the Forest Service closed the PCT in the 
area. I watched from home as updates came in. Howling 
winds turned the burn into a firestorm that jumped the 
river and ran down the canyon to Oroville. My heart sank 
when I heard bulldozers were being used to turn the PCT 
into a fire break above Little Grass Valley Reservoir. I could 
only imagine the devastation. The reports I heard used the 
word ‘nuclear’. I wasn’t able to get back out on the trail 
before the snow fell. 


During the winter, I did what most backpackers do when 
they can’t go backpacking — we live vicariously through 
other people’s backpacking experiences. I found a webinar, 
“Botanical Tales of the Pacific Crest Trail” by botanist and 
PCT through hiker Matt Berger, hosted by Backcountry 
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A portion of adopted PCT 
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Press. (https: / /backcountrypress.com /product/plants-pct- 
matt-berger/) The webinar opened my eyes to the amazing 
diversity of plants along the trail, including endemic 

and rare species. Matt recommended iNaturalist, and the 
California Native Plant Society. I was hooked and took 

on a new mission as part of the iNaturalist Fire Followers 
Project . 


When I was able to return to my section of trail, I was 
horrified by the bulldozed berms and fire breaks that 

left huge scars across the landscape. I could almost smell 
the smoke and sweat and feel the urgency of the crews 
scrambling to prevent the fire from 
descending into Little Grass Valley 
Reservoir and the populated areas 
beyond. There’s a reason it’s called 
‘fighting’ fire. This was a battlefield. 


I found it odd, and unexpected, 

that where the trail wound through 
naturally burned areas I did not 

feel the same sense of destruction. 
The feeling in the forest was almost 
like a sigh, an unburdening, a 
renewal. What used to be untamable 
overgrowth is now a clean slate, a 
new land. There was new growth 

H emerging everywhere. Using my 
phone to document the plants that 
survived and returned helped 

me get through my grief over 
everything that had died. I was 
happy to see one of my favorite 
plants, wild ginger, sprouting in several areas. Solomon 
Seal fronds poked from bare ground. Thimbleberry patches 
glowed green against the sooty soil. Black Oak branches 
sprouted from charred stumps. Even some poison oak 
survived. Life had departed. Life is returning. 


I will admit being a little giddy that a particularly dense 
and tenacious patch of Silverthorn and Manzanita I’d 
spent many long hot hours chopping through had been 
vaporized. All that remains are charred branches, skeletal 
spears blocking the trail as if to say “From Hell’s heart, I 
stab at thee.” 


What I’m seeing, and realizing, is that plants in California 
have adapted to a life cycle of the forest, and fire is an 
integral part of that cycle. Watching the forest regrow 

is a magical experience for me. Being able to add to our 
understanding of this process makes it even more so. 

I’m honored to witness and document this miracle, and 
welcome my new 
(old) friends back 
home. 


Volunteer info for PCTA 


https: 


www.pcta.org / volunteer 
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WATER-WISE & 
HABITAT FP RIENDLY 


Water-wise & Habitat Friendly 
Garden Tour 


Sunday, May 1, 2022 


l N 
N i y 


PI | | _~ Online Tickets: April 1, 2022 

as S , Tickets are $7-$10 Available 

| ; through Eventbrite 

Visit: http://waterwisechico.com 
email: waterwisechico@gmail.com 


` 


SUNDAY, MAY 1, 2022 


9:30AM-3:30PM 
WaterWiseChico.com 


Tickets Are Now On Sale! 


Tell everyone you know - and strangers, 
too! E-tickets be purchased at the 
garden tour website: 

http: / /WaterWiseChico.com 


for the gardens during the tour. Co- 
host responsibilities include directing 
visitors to parts of the garden, giving 
the garden-owners rest breaks, and 
answering questions when possible. We 
need 7-14 volunteers from our group, 
so please consider helping out with 

this really fun activity. No experience 

is necessary and shifts last about 3 
hours. All volunteers get free admission 
to the tour and after-tour reception. 
Please contact Deborah Halfpenny 


debhalfcent@yahoo.com to sign up. 


Spring is the time to celebrate the 
joyousness of gardens. It has been three 
years since our last garden tour, so it is 
time to see what has been growing and 
developing in Chico’s ethical gardens. 


VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: Members 
of the Mount Lassen Chapter have 
traditionally volunteered to be co-hosts 


LaShure Garden, 2017 


Participants Sought for CNPS Sensitive Natural Communities Subcommittee 


Consideration of formats and 
tools that would be preferred for a 
statewide map of SNC 


To reinvigorate CNPS program efforts œ 
that are focused on Sensitive Natural 
Communities (SNC) and seek advice 
on priorities, the Vegetation Program 
of the statewide CNPS is restarting 

a subcommittee focused on SNC. 

An initial meeting to restart the 
subcommittee was held in February; 
prior to that, the subcommittee last 
met in 2016. 


Development of educational and ° 
outreach materials, including 
organizing conference sessions 


and workshops e Recruiting assistance with peer- 


review for rarity ranking of 
vegetation communities 


Identification of high priority SNC 
for monitoring 


e Development of guidelines for 
mapping SNC 


e Engagement of community ° 
members and projects to focus on 


SNC data collection /mapping CNPS members interested in 


Members interested in sensitive 
natural communities are encouraged 
to think about participating on the 
subcommittee. To consider whether 
you may be interested, and the 
capacity in which you would like to 
participate, the subcommittee will 
address the following topics: 
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Query of partners, CNPS chapters, 
and others on needs regarding 
SNC 


Pursuit of grants and 
collaborations to support SNC 
tasks 


April 2022 


participating on this subcommittee 
should contact Julie Evens, CNPS 
Vegetation Program Director, 
California Native Plant Society, 
jevens@cnps.org. 
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Saturday, April 2 
Field Trip 
Vina Plains Preserve 


Wednesday, Aprl 6 
April Program “Another Visit with 
the Wandering Gardener” 


Saturday, April 9, 10am to noon 
Hands-on Gardening Workshop at 
the Alice Hecker Native Garden at the 
Chico Creek Nature Center 


Saturday, April 23 
Field Trip 
Deer Creek Preserve 
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CALIFORNIA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY 


May 2022 
Zoom Meeting https: / /cnps-org.zoom.us/j/87012923129 Meeting ID: 870 1292 3129 


May Program 
New Calflora Tools for Your Native Plant Ventures and Adventures 


Wednesday, May 4, 2022 at 7pm 
via Zoom 

Please join us to learn from 
Calflora’s Executive Director 
Cynthia Powell about new 
Calflora tools for CNPS native 
plant professionals, gardeners, 
and enthusiasts! Calflora.org is 

a comprehensive source of data 
on California’s wild plants, that 


About Cynthia Powell: After 3 years 
as Calflora’s GIS Project Manager, 
in 2016 Cynthia became Calflora’s 
*. Executive Director. She graduated 
~~ with her MS in GIS (Geographic 
Information Science) in 2010 
_ forecasting Mokelumne River water 

=- supply based on MODIS remote 
= sensing snow pack images. She’s 
been examining what was under 


provides analytical tools, and | that snow—plants—ever since. She 
displays geographical plant » eee OF = coordinates all Calflora programs, 
occurrences. A research, outreach, and advocacy, 
Calflora shares millions of plant n f Cynthia wears many hats as well as fundraising and project 
observations across the state, from dozens of sources, and management. 


serves them to the public free of charge. These data sources 
include CCH2 (plant specimens), iNaturalist, and CNPS 

plant checklists from around the state. How can you better 
use this incredible resource to learn more about regional WATER-WISE & 


plants? HABITAT-FRIENDLY 


At this presentation, Cynthia will cover Calflora’s planning 
your garden tool, specimen and other plant observations 
used in this tool, detailed plant ranges now available on 
Calflora’s species pages (for example, Grindelia stricta), 
population monitoring tools, and using What Grows Here? 
in the field. She will also go over the important role CNPS 
members play in submitting and commenting on Calflora 
observations and checklists. 


SUNDAY, MAY 1, 2022 


9:30AM-3:30PM 
WaterWiseChico.com 


Water-wise & Habitat Friendly Garden Tour 


Following the presentation, Cynthia will lead a local hike Sunday, May 1, 2022 

on Thursday, May 5, to demonstrate use of these tools in Online Tickets: April 1, 2022 

the field. Due to COVID, we must limit the number of Tickets are $7-$10 Available through Eventbrite 
participants on the hike. Attending the presentation the Visit: http: / /waterwisechico.com 

evening before is a prerequisite to attending the plant hike email: waterwisechico@gmail.com 

as well. 
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Gardening with Natives 
Hands-On Workshop 
Saturday, May 14, 10am — noon 


Alice Hecker Memorial Native Plant 
Garden at the Chico Creek Nature 
Center: 1968 E 8th St, Chico 


May Topic: Summer garden care (and 
a bit more weeding) 


Leader: Deborah Halfpenny 


Please bring your own tools, friends, 
and questions 


This will be the last regularly 
scheduled workshop for a while. 
Our current garden chair is stepping 
down on June 1 and the chapter is in 
need of a new volunteer to manage 
the garden. Please contact any board 
member if you are interested. 


Contribute to The Pipevine 


Issue Deadline 


No issue in January 


February ......... January 10 
Marchi, 44s cs February 10 
PTL NS, Weer gees. March 10 

Wi EL ee renee eee Te April 10 
June, July, Aug.... May 10 
September........ August 10 
October s ordia September 10 
November........ October 10 
December......... November 10 


Email: carlaphoto@gmail.com 


California Poppy (Eschschoizia californica) 
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Officers & Chairs for 2022 
OFFICERS ———“(‘(CC 


President’s duties: 
Lisa Williams 
Cindy Weiner 
Deborah Halfpenny 


Vice President 
Vacant 


Secretary 
Vacant 


Treasurer 
Nancy Praizler 


Others assisting: 
David Popp 
Chris Mueller 


MEMBERS ATLARGE ——~Ž > 


Hesh Kaplan 
(530) 892-9938 


Marjorie McNairn 
(530) 343-2397 


David Popp 
(530) 990-3703 


email: 
mountlassen@cnps.org 


CHAIRS — > 


Alice Hecker Native Plant Garden 
Deborah Halfpenny ¢ (831) 595-7615 


Chapter Council Delegate 
David Popp ° (530) 990-3703 


Conservation OPEN 
Education OPEN 
Events OPEN 


Field Trips 
Marjorie McNairn ¢ (530) 343-2397 


Horticulture 
Deb Halfpenny ¢ (831) 595-7615 


Hospitality OPEN 
Invasive Plants OPEN 


Membership & Mailing 
Chris Mueller 


Newsletter Editor 

Carla Resnick ° carlaphoto@gmail.com 
Programs 

Lisa Williams ¢ (510) 520-6348 
Publicity 

Cindy Weiner e° (530) 588-1906 
Volunteer Recognition 

Marjorie McNairn ¢ (530) 343-2397 


Website Administrator 
seeking replacement 
Woody Elliott © (530) 588-2555 


Executive Board Meeting: 


Third Wednesday of each month at 7 pm, except June, July & December. 


All CNPS members welcome. 


Sierra Fumewort (Corydalis caseana) is an 
uncommon native perennial herb that grows in 
Central and Northern California, primarily in the 
High Cascade Range, the High Sierra Nevada 
and Modoc Plateau regions. It is moderately fast 
growing and moderately long-lived. It grows in 
an upright form to a height of 3 feet, with active 
growth during the spring. Flowers are white and 
striking, and bloom in the late spring. Leaves are 
medium green and deciduous. It tends to grow 
in moist places, at elevations from 7900-17700 


feet. —Calscape 
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Field Trips by Marjorie McNairn 

Calflora Software Practice—Sacramento 
National Wildlife Refuge 

Thursday, May 5 


Meet at Chico Park & Ride at 9:00 am with lunch, water, 
good walking shoes, sun and mosquito protection and your 
cell phone. This field trip is a hands-on demonstration of 
the use of Calflora software in the field. We will travel to 
Sacramento Wildlife Refuge to meet Cynthia Powell, who 
will lead this hike. We will hike one of the level trails up to 
about 2 miles, and have lunch at the bench amphitheater. 
Due to COVID, we must limit the number of participants 
on the hike. Attending the presentation is a prerequisite to 
attending the plant hike. To sign up for the hike, reserve a 


space on Mount Lassen Chapter Meetup. 


Deer Creek Downstream—Lassen 
National Forest 
Saturday, May 21 


Meet at Chico Park & Ride at 9 am. Bring lunch/snacks, 
water, insect/sun protection and sturdy hiking shoes. Drive 
40 miles on Hwy 32 to just before the drop down to Deer 
Creek. Turn left on a dirt Forest Service Road for 6 miles 
to Deer Creek. This trail follows Deer Creek downstream 
for about 2.5 miles to Rocky Pool, crossing four small side 
creeks and passing thorough several different habitats, 
which provide us with a variety of species. Yes, Rocky 
Pool is welcome spot on a hot day to cool off in the water. 
To sign up for the hike, reserve a space on Mount Lassen 
Chapter Meetup. 


The Viral Trend of Smudging is Endangering White eae by CNPS 


Metric tons of white sage (Salvia apiana) are being poached 
to supply an international demand. This plant is deeply 
rooted in the cultures and lifeways of the Indigenous 
communities of Southern California and northern Baja, the 
only region where white sage naturally occurs in the world. 
The devastating theft and the appropriated trend that it 
fuels stand in sharp contrast with the values and traditional 
practices of regional native communities. 


Native people have long fought for the protection and 
recognition of white sage. Rose Ramirez and Deborah 
Small, authors of the Ethnobotany Project, and white 
sage advocates say it’s time to Sage the World: we need 
to boycott wildcrafted sage products, grow native plants 
like white sage, and reorient perspectives of plants as 
‘resources’ to ‘relationships.’ 


The sage wands you see for sale and the smudging you 
see in mainstream media do not represent the true cultural 
context of white sage. Indigenous people in Southern 
California and northern Baja have tended white sage 
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populations for thousands of generations. Referred to 
lovingly by some as “grandmother,” white sage provides 
much in return: medicine, food, ceremony, and beyond. 
The cleansing rituals seen in popular culture misconstrue 
and disregard the Indigenous dimensions and contexts 
of white sage. Most glaringly, the white sage in most 
purchased smudge sticks is poached—not tended and 


gathered with respect. Learn more at https: / /www.cnps. 
org /conservation/white-sage 
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Black Walnut Trees and Native Gardens by Deborah Halfpenny 


I have recently been asked about 
growing native plants under black 
walnut trees. Because I have a very 
large, old black walnut that shades 
my yard, I thought I would share 
what I have learned in the few years 
I’ve been experimenting with natives 
under its canopy. There is really no 
information online about gardening 
with California natives under black 
walnuts, and that might be for a 
reason. 


As many of you already know, black 
walnut, Juglans californica var. hindsii or 
simply Juglans hindsii, is a California 
native that is not endemic to our 
region. It was likely introduced by 
European settlers who brought it 

here as rootstock for English walnut 
orchards and as a useful hard wood. It 
has become very prolific here, growing 
easily from its very thick walnuts, and 
becoming an unwelcomed invasive in 
many natural riparian areas. It is also 
found in many developed areas of the 
northern Sacramento Valley, where 

it is a favorite food of the Western 
Grey Squirrel, who caches it in any 
good soil it can find. The biggest 
problem with black walnut, or any 
type of walnut for that matter, is that it 
produces a toxin called juglone which 
can inhibit the growth of many plants 
that try to grow within its root system. 


So, what does this mean for the 
native plant gardener / landscaper? 
Which native plants are tolerant of 
juglone and which are not? That 
was my question when I started to 
research which plants to try under 
my tree. I found lists of natives that 
are found growing in company with 
the southern California black walnut, 
Juglans californica, in natural areas in 
the southern part of the state, many 
of which are garden worthy here. 
These lists includes Salix lasiolepis, 
Platanus racemosa, Alnus rhombifolia, 
Umbellularia califormica, Rhus ovata, 
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Black Walnut in the in the author’s yard | 


Heteromeles arbutifolia, Sambucus 
mexicana, Rhamnus crocea & californica, 
Cercocarpus betuloides, Prunus ilicifolius, 
Quercus dumosa, Artemisia californica, 
Eriogonum fasciculatum, Ribes 
speciosum, Salvia mellifera, Elymus spp., 
and Asclepias fascicularis. Other lists I 
found were from sources on the East 
Coast, none of which mentioned any 
California natives, but were useful in 
their mentions of genera that happen 
to have native species and are not 
included in the list above. 


With this I formed my plant palette, 
not knowing what to expect. After 
two years of experimentation, I can 
say that with very few exceptions, 
everything I planted has survived and 
is growing, albeit slower than I would 
have expected. I started with 1 gallon 
and 5 gallon plants to make sure they 
had enough root structure to give 
them a head start over any possible 
juglone effects. I also included plants 
that are not mentioned in any of the 
above lists because it is an experiment, 
after all. Here is my palette: Prunus 
ilicifolia, Prunus virginiana, Calycanthus 
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occidentalis, and Aristolochia californica 
as a hedge and fence cover. In the 
mid-height and ground cover levels 
are Ribes viburnifolium, Ribes aurem, Iris 
douglasiana, Festuca californica, Heuchera 
‘Rosada’, Heuchera hirsutissima, and 
Sisrynchiun bellum. Closer to the 

drip line of the tree where there is 
more sun grow Muhlenbergia rigens, 
Baccharis ‘Twin Peaks’, Heteromeles 
arbutifolia, Achillea millefolium, 
Amorpha californica, three types of 
Artcostaphylos, Physocarpus capitatus, 
Lupinus arborescens, Salvia clevelandit, 
Aquilegia formosa, and Epilobium 
‘Everett’s Choice’. This last winter, I 
added Cercis occidentalis and Penstemon 
centranthifolius which seem to be 
growing well so far. The only plants 
I’ve lost are Woodwardia fimbriata and 
Ribes sanguineum, possibly due to lack 
of water and a gopher. 


The bottom line is that our local 

black walnuts do not seem to create a 
problem for growing many California 
natives within their canopies. Try your 
favorites and let me know how you 


do. 
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Plant Spotlight: Coyote Mint (Monardella villosa) 
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Coyote Mint (Monardella villosa) photo by JKehoe_Photos on Flickr 


Coyote Mint Monardella villosa is a subshrub in the thready, bright lavender or pink flowers that are attractive 


Lamiaceae family known by the common name Coyote 
Mint. This is a perennial herb that forms a small bush or 


matted tangle of hairy mint-scented foliage. The fragrance 


to butterflies. This plant was used by Native American 
groups as a remedy for stomach upset, respiratory 


conditions, and sore throat. It may also be steeped into a 


is one of the best features of this plant. It grows in mint tea. It grows in full-sun to part-shade, has very low 


chaparral, coastal sage scrub, and various forest/woodland moisture requirements, and supports bird, moth, and 


habitats. It produces rounded flower clusters of small, butterflies. Blooms during the summer. 


These businesses support the goals of CNPS Members get a 10% discount on plants 


Denise Kelly 


Owner 


Floral Native Nursery 
14388 Meridian Road 
Chico, CA 95973 
(530) 892-2511 


406 Entler Avenue 
Chico, CA 95928 

530 345-3121 

FAX 345-5354 
flowerfloozie@sbcglobal.net 


East Ave, Chico | 530.894.5410 | waw.MagnoliaG 


1710 PARK AVE, CHICO 


IN BACKYARD OF 1078 GALLERY 


930-680-7020 
CALL FOR DAYS AND TIRES 


ARVESTS 


ABITATS 
NURSERY 
Ua harvestsandhabitats@gmail.com i rn 


LITTLE RE 


Featuring GRUG Grean plants. Specializing in starts of both common and. hard to find 
edites and habitat plants, such as seasonally. appropriate vespes fruits, culinan and 
medicinal herbs. craft plants. and California Natives. 
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Wednesday, May 4 

May Program: New Calflora Tools 
for Your Native Plant Ventures and 
Adventures 


Thursday, May 5 
Field Trip: Sacramento National 
Wildlife Refuge 


Saturday, May 14 

Hands-on Gardening Workshop at 
the Alice Hecker Native Garden at the 
Chico Creek Nature Center 


Saturday, May 21 
Field Trip 
Deer Creek Downstream 
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Dr. Wes Dempsey (1926 — 2022) 
By Woody Elliott & Jim Bishop 


Wes Dempsey was a founding member of Mt. Lassen Chapter 
in 1978. His long history of teaching genetics and biology at 
CSU Chico gave him great knowledge to share with others on 
many topics, including botany, ecology, and Native American 
uses of plants. He did so leading many field trips and 
presenting public programs and workshops. He established 
and maintained a plot of native plants adjacent to Holt Hall 
and contributed his time and expertise to the native plant 
garden at the Chico Creek Nature Center. He developed the 
Yahi Trail brochure still used to describe the natural and 
cultural history of Upper Bidwell Park. His inspiring presence 
and knowledge was always welcome at Chapter events. His 
admonition continues to ring true: “If it’s not fun, don’t do it.” 
Services are being planned for Friday May 27 at The Terraces 
in Chico. For further appreciation of his productive career see: 
https: / /today.csuchico.edu/fond-farewell-wes-dempse 


Summer Field Trips by Marjorie McNairn 
Many of the places we normally go to for field trips 
have been burned. It is still questionable whether we 
can even drive to some areas yet because of the fires. 
Some scouting may be necessary. As a result, field 
trips have not been planned for the entire summer 
for this issue of the Pipevine. The goal is to list field 
trips at the beginning of each month in Mount Lassen 
Chapter Meetup. Some possible field trips for June 
may be Butterfly Valley in Plumas National Forest 
and Clear Creek Falls in Lassen National Forest. In 
early July we will plan on our annual trip to Kennedy 
Meadows near Jonesville, and hope to visit Willow 
Lake near Lassen Volcanic National Park later in the 
month. In August we tend to go higher elevation, 
perhaps Heart Lake outside of Lassen Park or Forest 
Lake in Lassen Park and Humboldt Peak and Eagle 
Rocks. If you have ideas or requests please contact 
Marjorie at mlmcnairn@aol.com. 
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Plant Spotlight 
Mock Orange (Philadelphus lewisii) 


Lewis’s Mock-orange is a deciduous shrub in the Hydrangeaceae (Hydrangea) 
family native to western North America, from northwestern California in the 
Sierra Nevada, north to southern British Columbia, and east to Idaho and 
Montana. It is widespread but not terribly common, usually appearing as an 


individual plant amongst other species. It was discovered by Meriwether Lewis 


in 1806. The shrub is rounded and grows to 1.5-3 meters in height. It sends 

out long stems which are red when new and fade to gray with age, the bark 
shredding in small flakes. The opposite leaves vary in size across individual 
plants but they are usually oval, 3-5 centimeters long, smooth or serrated along 


the edges, and light green in color with a rough texture. The flowers are produced 
in clusters at the ends of long stems, with four white petals 5-40 millimeters long 


and numerous yellow stamens. At the height of flowering, the plant is covered 
in a mass of blossoms. The flowers have a heavy, sweet scent similar to orange 


blossoms with a hint of pineapple. The fruit is a small hard capsule 1 centimeter 


long with woody, pointed wings, containing many brown 2.5-3 millimeter long 


seeds. 
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Water-wise & Habitat Friendly Garden Tour photos by Deborah Halfpenny 


Clockwise: 
Jean Lane Garden, 


Filbert Garden 
Summer Bee Garden, 
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Pipevine Swallowtail caterpillar on Sra 
pipevine at the Alice Hecker Native Plant 
Garden. Photo by Chris Mueller 
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How to Find the Perfect Plants with Calscape 
Wednesday, September 7, 7pm 


Calscape is a unique online tool that lets you discover which plants grow native 
to your specific location. You can use it to build plant lists for your garden, see 
growing instructions, and find native plant nurseries near you. Jessica Wood- 
ard, the speaker at our September program, is responsible for Calscape, CNPS’s 
platform connecting native plant gardeners and experts with the perfect native 
plants for their garden. Jessica will give us a tour of Calscape, and a live demo 
on how to do an advanced search and build our own plant lists. She will also 
provide a sneak preview of what’s to come next! 


Prior to CNPS, Jessica worked in water conservation, focusing on lawn to 
garden programs and data-driven communications to motivate behavior 
change. She received her Master’s in Geography at San Francisco State 
University and a BA in International Development / World Religions from 
McGill University. Currently, she finds inspiration and hope in the plant 
communities she tends to with the Skyline Gardens restoration project in the 
Oakland / Berkeley hills. 


Zoom Meeting https: //cnps-org.zoom.us/j/87012923129 Meeting ID: 870 1292 3129 


CNPS Conference: October 20-22 


The CNPS Conference is in San Jose, California from 
. | N PS October 20-22. The 2022 CNPS Conference is taking on an 
A essential topic: How do we restore our connections to plants, 


202? CONFERENCE place and people? We invite you to be part of the conversation 
Saar es Paras and the effort to celebrate, protect and restore California’s 
plants—and everything connected to them. This event 
has: workshops and field trips, sessions in Plant Science, 


Aroari Conservation, Horticulture, and Education, an art and 


-e 
PLANTS, PLACE & PEOPLE 


photography contest, music jam, botanical tattoo contest, and 


the chance to hobnob with your fellow plant nerds. 


https: / /conference.cnps.or 


The Pipevine September 2022 Page 1 


Move on from the lawn. 


€9 SAVE OUR WATER.com 


Save Our Water 


The California Department of Water 
Resources (DWR) has launched a 
“Save Our Water” campaign with 
resources for residents on water 


conservation measures. 


Currently, more than 95 percent of 
the state is in “severe drought” and 
does not have enough water to meet 
the needs of California’s homes, 
businesses, farms, and wildlife. Water 
supply shortages are anticipated to 
pose a huge challenge for the entire 


West. 


“Save Our Water” informs residents 
how to make small changes in their 
water usage to help conserve water, 
and mitigate further severity of 
drought conditions. 

Resources, including an informational 
toolkit, social media graphics, tips, 
and more are available to share at 


www.saveourwater.com. 
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Field Trips 
by Marjorie McNairn 


NOTE: Please check with Marjorie prior to a field trip to see if it has been 


canceled due to social distancing 


Thursday, September 1 


Conifers of Butte County 

Meet at Chico Park & Ride at 8:30 am. Bring lunch/snacks, water, 
sun protection and wear sturdy hiking shoes. This trip will be a 
series of stops along Highway 32 from the valley floor to Butte 
Meadows and on to Humboldt Pass at 6400 feet. At each stop 

we will explore the transition of conifers at various elevations. 
Information on each conifer will be a focus including identification, : 


type of leaves and cones, common cohort species, elevation range, 


and extent of occurrence. This trip will include a possible mostly- [im 
level hike of 3 miles along the Pacific Crest Trail to Eagle Rocks and back. 
Ridesharing may be required due to limited parking areas. Please reserve a 


space on Meetup and sign the waiver. 


Please reserve a spot at Mount Lassen Chapter Meetup and sign waiver. 


Saturday, September 17 
Terrace, Shadow and Cliff Lakes 


Lassen Volcanic National Park 

Meet at Park & Ride west lot at 8:30 am. Remember to bring 
your Golden Age Pass, lunch/snacks, water, mosquito and 
sun protection, windbreaker / jacket, money for ride-sharing, 
and wear sturdy shoes. This trail starts at 8000’ elevation and 
descends gently to shallow rock-lined Terrace Lake and more 
steeply to deep, blue, Shadow Lake. Further on, aptly named 
Cliff Lake at 7500’ lies below massive cliffs. Most flowers will 


be past bloom, but we can identify Kalmia, mountain heather, 


and western Labrador tea, and conifers of the area. 


Please reserve a spot at Mount Lassen Chapter Meetup and sign waiver. 
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In The Native Garden — Grasses 


Deborah Halfpenny, Horticulture Chair 


Planting season is nearly here again. 
If you are planning to add new plants 
to your existing garden this fall and 
winter, or will be installing a whole 
new landscape in a lawn conversion, 
consider including some of our 
beautiful and useful native bunch 
grasses and grass-like plants in your 
plan. Besides creating dramatic focal 
points in the garden, grasses provide 
important habitat as cover and food 
for birds and small mammals, are 
hosts for some moth and butterfly 
larvae, are very drought tolerant, 
control erosion with their deep root 
systems, and sequester carbon. 


According to Calscape, California is 
home to 733 different species of native 
grasses, not counting the hundreds 

of native cultivars available in the 
nursery trade. Some of these grasses 
grow better in some parts of the state 
than others, and some are better 
suited for the garden than others, so 
determining which grasses to use 

in your garden/landscape can be 
daunting. To help with this, I’ve asked 
several experienced, local, native plant 
gardeners to tell us which grasses are 
their favorites to use here in warm, 
northern California. 


Muhlenbergia rigens (Deer Grass) 


This easy-to-grow, local native is on 
nearly all of our gardener’s lists as 

a garden favorite. It is a beautiful, 
large (4’-5’ tall and wide), warm 
season bunchgrass that will grow all 
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summer with or without supplemental 
water, in full sun or part shade. It 
starts blooming midsummer and its 
seeds are enjoyed by birds during 
the fall and early winter months. Its 
large size can be a bit too much in 
smaller gardens, but if I had room 

for only one plant, this might be 

it. If you are thinking of planting 
more than one Muhlenbergia rigens 

in your garden, allow at least 6 feet 
between the centers of each plant to 
avoid crowding and to appreciate 
their beautiful forms. Removing the 
past year’s inflorescences (stems and 
seed heads) in the spring will keep 
the plants looking fresh throughout 
the summer. They are easy to find in 
local nurseries. Note: Another, more 
diminutive grass that looks nearly 
identical to Deer Grass, Muhlenbergia 
dubia (Pine Mulhy), is a better size for 
most home gardens (if you can find it) 
but it is not native to California. 


utelo gracilis 
Bouteloua gracilis (Blue Grama 
Grass) 


While this warm season grass is not a 
local native (it is found only in small 
areas of interior southern California), 
its ability to withstand drought and 
extreme heat makes it very useful in 
hot-summer gardens. With a mature 
height of about 2 feet, it is a good 
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size for most home gardens and is 

the host plant for several varieties of 
skippers. I’ve heard its distinctive seed 
heads likened to eyebrows, especially 
the popular variety named ‘Blond 
Ambition.’ Full sun or part shade. 


tort 


i thee 


Koeleria macrantha in summer 


Koeleria macrantha (Junegrass) 


This cool season grass (meaning it 
grows during the rainy season and 
blooms in the spring) is naturally 
found in most parts of California - 
except in the desert or the Central 
Valley. That does not exclude it from 
being a valuable garden addition here 
though. With a bit of supplemental 
summer water, this 2-foot-tall grass 
stays evergreen throughout the year, 
and its attractive, tawny seed heads 
stand up beautifully through the 
summer when flowers are few. It will 
grow in shade, but flowers best in full 
sun. 


Festuca californica (California 
Fescue) 


This larger native grass (to 4’-5’ with 
flower spikes) is one of the better 
grasses for shadier parts of the native 
garden. It blooms in late spring and 
will hold its fragile, straw-colored 
flower stalks through the summer 
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if not disturbed. It has beautiful, 
sometimes bluish, evergreen leaves 
and a fountain shape. Locally, it is 
native to the Sierra foothills and 
prefers loamy or clay soils with 
occasional water. 


Festuca idahoensis (Idaho Fescue) 


Idaho Fescue is shorter and tougher 
than California Fescue, tolerating 
more hot sun and less water. Its 
smaller size (2’-3’ with flower spikes) 
and it’s blue-grey leaf color make 

it a good size for the home garden 
and a great contrast plant. There are 
several named varieties of this plant 
in nurseries, based on location of seed 
sources, but watch for a common one 
named Festuca ‘Siskiyou Blue’ which 
has been determined to not be a true 
California native, possibly being a 
cross between F. idahoensis and Festuca 
glauca. 


The qualities that make these five 
native grasses local garden favorites 
are that they remain evergreen 
throughout the year and are well- 
behaved in mixed plantings. Being 
evergreen, they serve as structural 
elements in the garden, unlike many 
grasses that seem to disappear during 
their dormant periods, leaving 
unsightly “holes” in the overall 


Festuca idahoensis 


design. They do not need to be cut 


back every year and are also safer than 


deciduous or annual grasses in fire- 
prone areas. And to say that a grass is 


“well-behaved” means that it does not 


reseed excessively or spread quickly 
through rhizomes that can invade 
and/or crowd out other plants in the 
garden. 


All gardens differ in size, style, and 
environmental conditions; fortunately, 
there are grasses for every situation. 
For gardens with soils that drain 
poorly or hold water for months at a 
time, consider Juncus patens, Juncus 
effusus, or some Carex species. Be 
careful though, water-loving rushes 
and grasses spread and can be 
difficult or impossible to remove once 
established. For wild or meadow 
gardens, try grasses that reseed 
heavily, like our state grass Stipa 
(Nassella) pulchra, Aristida purpurea, 
or grasses that spread, like local Carex 
praegracilis (which can also be used as 
a light-traffic lawn substitute. ) 


Thank you to Cindy Weiner and 
Kathy LaShure from our chapter, 
and CNPS Garden Ambassador 
Patricia Carpenter from Sacramento 
Valley Chapter, for contributing their 
expertise to this article. You can find 
more info on these and other native 


grasses at Calscape.org. 


These businesses support the goals of CNPS Members get a 10% discount on plants. 


Floral Native Nursery 
14388 Meridian Road 
Chico, CA 95973 
(530) 892-2511 
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Valley’s Edge Housing Development 


Below is an editorial taken, with permission, from Smart 
Growth Advocates’ website. This issue is important, not 
just because the endangered Butte County Meadowfoam 
grows in the proposed development area, and we stand 

to lose over 1,000 trees, primarily from blue oak foothill 
pine woodlands that traverse the site, but because it sets 
precedent for policies regarding open space development 
and incredible loss of habitat. In addition to the concerns 
indicated below, the proposed project would be developed 
in an area that historically burns, putting the lives of 
residents at risk. Blue oak foothill pine woodland “typically 
has a fire regime of five to fifteen years” according to 


the Draft EIR prepared for the project (Draft EIR page 


Editorial by Susan Tchudi 
from the Chico Enterprise Record, 
July 6, 2022 


The proposed Valley’s Edge housing 
development is poised to move ahead 
after the Chico City Council reversed 
its previous decision to NOT develop 
Special Planning Areas until the 
General Plan of Chico was updated. 
Smart Growth Advocates, The Butte 
Environmental Council, and the 
Sierra Club oppose the project and 
want to provide housing for those 
who need it, protect our environment 
from the increase in greenhouse 
gases, and maintain the precious 
ecosystem of the foothills. 


The Valley’s Edge Project is a 
developer’s dream that would be 

a disaster for Chico. Proposed are 
2,777 luxury housing units on 1,446 
acres east of Bruce Road. It is an area 
of riparian woodland with vernal 
pools, wetlands, and oak trees where 
the foothills begin. The territory is 
home to 38 species of nesting and 
migratory birds, including Burrowing 
Owls, the Loggerhead Shrike, Yellow 
Warblers, and Swainson’s Hawks. 
Also threatened are vernal pool 
shrimp, a number of bat species, 

and the Western Pond Turtle. While 
the developers claim they could 
mitigate the impact on the land, there 
is no way to move a vernal pool or 
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re-establish the endangered Butte 
County Meadowfoam elsewhere. In 
fact, the draft Environmental Impact 
Report says ’the plan sets no clear 
parameters for the Meadowfoam 
preserves, including timing for 
establishment or management or 
monitoring requirements.” 


During construction, huge amounts 
of dirt would be moved; grading 

by heavy equipment would be 
required; large machines would 
roar and vibrate. This constant 
human presence (during and after 
construction) and the dust, noise, 
runoff, and presence of polluting 
materials gives very little hope that 
natives of this habitat could survive, 
much less thrive. While the project 
claims that it will restore riparian 
areas and replant vegetation, these 
“mitigations” will be too little, too 
late for the wildlife supported by this 
ecosystem. 


Even more damning for this project is 
the projected emissions of greenhouse 
gases. This is an impact that— 
according to the Draft Environmental 
Impact Report—cannot be mitigated. 
According to the dEir, the proposed 
project would result in GHG 
emissions of approximately 3.13 
metric tons of carbon dioxide per 
capita. Thus, the proposed project’s 
estimated emissions would exceed 
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4.14-5). The site has burned in 1999, 2007, and 2018 in the 
devastating Camp Fire. 


Smart Growth Advocates, Butte Environmental Council, 
and the Blue Oak Chapter of the Sierra Club oppose the 
Valley’s Edge proposal. The CNPS Mount Lassen Chapter 
submitted a comment letter on the Draft EIR opposing the 
project and will be considering future actions the chapter 
may take regarding Valley’s Edge. Jared Geiser from SGA, 
will be presenting to Mt Lassen Chapter on October 5th 
during our monthly zoom meeting with more details and 
to answer questions. Please read this editorial. You can get 
more information by visiting smartgrowthchico.org. 


the City’s total 2030 efficiency target 
of 2.76 metric tons per capita per year. 


Chico’s Climate Action Plan 
(unanimously passed by the Chico 
City Council) calls for zero net 
emissions by 2045. However, the 
proposed Valley’s Edge project, 

with a projected 5,654 residents 
would lead to vastly increased 

traffic and greenhouse gas 

emissions as people drive to town 

for work, appointments, shopping, 
and entertainment. Though the 
developers suggest that public transit 
could reduce that load, the notion 
that people in luxury homes will take 
the bus to town is unlikely at best. 
And the lack of density of this project 
makes it improbable that any sort of 
convenient transit would serve this 


neighborhood. 


In addition, the housing units 
proposed for Valley’s Edge do not 
meet the needs of Chico’s residents. 
According to an article in the Chico 
Enterprise Record on Friday, May 

13, about the draft of the Housing 
Element for Chico, Chico greatly 
under-produced units for low and 
very low income housing in 2014 

to 2022. In its new 2022-2030 draft 
housing element, the city “will need 
to allocate 1,101 very-low income, 507 
low income, 770 moderate income 


continues on page 7 
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Editorial by Susan Tchudi 
continued from page 6 


and 1,110 above-income level units 
over the next eight years.” Valley’s 
Edge’s projected 2777 units vastly 
exceeds the need for 1880 moderate 
and above moderate income units. 
The developer claims that the project 
meets the General Plan guidelines of 
having a diversity of housing types, 
but there would be no housing for 
low or very low income people. In 
fact, this project seems designed 

to attract Bay Area and Southern 
California residents, looking to cash 
out of exorbitant housing prices and 
get comparable housing in Chico- 
affordable for them, but not for Chico 
residents. 


The current General Plan calls for 
“protecting the environment [by] 
promoting compact, walkable, infill 
and mixed-use development”; In 
addition, the General Plan envisions 
that by 2030, Chico maintains its 
“small-town character through sound 
planning and orderly growth. The 
urban form is compact, with a clear 
distinction between the City and its 
surrounding lands”; Valley’s Edge, 
this enormous 1,448 acre urban 
sprawl, would provide the opposite 
of compact urban form. 


The conservative City Council’s 
decision to bypass the General 

Plan process means that we need a 
forceful, fulsome response to STOP 
Valley’s Edge. Concerned citizens and 
organizations are leading the fight 
against this and any urban sprawl 
projects. Those who want to preserve 
the quality of life in Chico can join 
the movement by contacting Smart 
Growth Advocates: 
smartgrowthchico@gmail.com. 
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Plant Spotlight 


Blue Oak 
(Quercus douglasii) 


The Blue Oak is endemic to California 
and is found in foothills surrounding 
the Central Valley of California, the 
South Coast Range, North Coast 
Range and San Francisco Bay Area. 

It is also sometimes known as the 
Mountain Oak, and occasionally the 
Iron Oak. Blue Oaks are medium-sized 
deciduous trees growing up to 50-82 
feet tall, usually with a somewhat 
irregularly-shaped crown, and a trunk 
1.5-3 feet in diameter. The tallest 
recorded oak was found in southern 
Alameda County, at 94 feet. The bark 
is light gray with many medium-sized 
dark cracks; from a distance, it can 
appear almost white. The name Blue 
Oak derives from the dark blue-green 
tint of its leaves, which are deciduous, 
1.5-4 inches long, and entire or 
shallowly lobed. The blue color can 
be subtle but becomes much more 
evident when viewed next to one of 
the live oaks with whom it shares 

its range, which tend to have much 
greener leaves. The acorns are around 
an inch long, often with a narrowed 
base, with a moderately sweet kernel, 
and mature in 6-7 months from 
pollination. 


Blue Oaks are beautiful but very slow 
growing trees. They usually only 

add a few inches per year. Plant on 
dry, well drained slopes. They prefer 
full sun but will tolerate part shade, 
especially when young. They can 
handle occasional summer water 

(1x per month). 


A very large variety of wildlife are 
attracted to oaks. Many insects are 
attracted to Oaks generally, including 
the following butterflies which use 
Oaks as host plant: California Sister, 
Propertius Duskywing, Mournful 
Duskywing, Golden Hairstreak, and 
Gold-Hunter’s Hairstreak. 


—Calscape 
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Wipes 


Blue Oak, photo by C. Resnick 


Blue Oak acorns cached by Acorn wookpeckers 
in Bidwell Park, photo by C. Resnick 
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Environmental Impact of Valley’s Edge Development 
Wednesday, October 5, 7pm 


Presented by Jared Geiser 


The Valley’s Edge Development would be a disaster for Chico. Proposed 

are 2,777 luxury-housing units on 1,446 acres east of Bruce Road near 20th 
Street. It is an area of riparian woodland with vernal pools, wetlands, and 
oak trees where the foothills begin. The territory is habitat for 38 species of 
nesting and migratory birds. Also threatened are vernal pool shrimp, several 
bat species, and the federal/state endangered Butte County meadowfoam. 
Jared will discuss the adverse environmental impacts of the Valley’s Edge 
Development on hydrology, climate, wildfire risks, transportation and 
housing. 


Jared Geiser obtained a BA degree in Geography and Planning from CSU, 
Chico, with an emphasis on environmental studies. This has given him diverse 
opportunities to study the Earth, and humanity’s interactions with its natural 
systems. His education opened Jared’s eyes to the severity of the environmental 
crisis and inspired him to become an advocate and practitioner of sustainability, 
wildlife habitat protection, and ecosystem regeneration. Jared describes himself 


as a global citizen who has taken it upon himself to take action to protect and 
regenerate the ecosystems of the Sacramento Valley and beyond, through 
education, community organizing, advocacy, and boots on the ground land 


management. 


Zoom Meeting https: / /cnps-org.zoom.us/j/87012923129 Meeting ID: 870 1292 3129 


Mount Lassen Chapter Needs Your Help! 


Our chapter is made up of members, 
like yourself, who have joined CNPS 
to share a passion for native plants, 
and to promote their appreciation in 
our community. We do this through 
local activities and community 
events, including bi-monthly field 
trips, expert presentations, a monthly 
newsletter, garden workshops & 
tours, wildflower shows, plant sales, 
engagement in local conservation 
efforts, and more. But these activities 
and events were severely disrupted 
during the pandemic: most activities 
were cancelled and our meetings went 
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online. We have not been able to do 
much or be together for a long time. 
But it’s time to reverse this, revive 
our chapter—and that requires your 
participation. 


The board of directors, who are all 
chapter volunteers, have kept the 
Mount Lassen Chapter alive through 
the pandemic, but has suffered the 
loss of several active people. For the 
past year, the board has functioned 
without a complete executive board, 
forcing remaining board members to 
minimally fulfill the tasks of president, 


October 2022 


—Board of Directors 


vice-president, and secretary on a 
rotating basis. There are also many 
committee chair positions that have 
been unfilled for years. This is a big 
problem for our chapter, and if no 
one steps up to take on some of these 
roles, the immediate prospects for 
our chapter’s viability are bleak. 


To make Mount Lassen Chapter really 
viable, consider what you might be 
able offer. You can start small. Do you 
have a special interest and would you 
like to be part of a committee that 


Continues on p. 2 
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focuses on that interest? Would you 
like to share your passion by talking to 
people at community events or writing 
an article for the newsletter? Do you 
have a project on which you'd like to 
have chapter participation? Or would 
you like to do something a little bigger, 
like reshape and ensure the future of 
our chapter by becoming part of the 
2023 board of directors? 


The commitment of being a board 
member is simple: attend monthly, 
one-and-a-half-hour board meetings 
(Jan-May and Aug-Nov). For the 

past few years, the meetings have 
been virtual, which shortens the 

time commitment and opens the 

door for members who live in the 
farthest reaches of our large chapter to 
participate. (It would be great to have 
more representation from members 
outside of Chico.) If committing to a 
full position sounds daunting, you can 
always share a position with another 
willing member. Committee chairs, 
who participate on a volunteer basis, 
have no set terms. Chapter officers 
(President, Vice-president, Secretary 
& Treasurer), and board members- 
at-large, are elected by the general 
membership for a 1-year term that 
runs from January to December. Each 
year in October, the chapter opens 
nominations for a slate of new officers, 
with informal elections held at the 
November general meeting. It is now 
October, and it’s time to start the 
process again. 


If being on the board sounds 
interesting, now is the time to 
volunteer. To get an idea of what it 
entails, please join us for our next 
meeting, via Zoom, on Wednesday, 
October 19 at 7 pm. Contact any of the 
current board members for the link. 
We'd love for you to attend. 


And, as always, we’d love to hear from 
you. Do you have ideas or suggestions 
to help Mount Lassen Chapter survive 
and thrive? Jot them down and email 
them to mountlassen@cnps.org. 


The Pipevine 


Officers & Chairs for 2022 
OFFICERS ——————“‘(CCS 


President’s duties: 
Lisa Williams 
Cindy Weiner 
Deborah Halfpenny 


Vice President 
Vacant 


Secretary 
Vacant 


Treasurer 
Nancy Praizler 


Others assisting: 
David Popp 
Chris Mueller 


MEMBERS AT LARGE —=Ž >| 


Hesh Kaplan 
(530) 892-9938 


Marjorie McNairn 
(530) 343-2397 


David Popp 
(530) 990-3703 


email: 
mountlassen@cnps.org 


Contribute to The Pipevine 


Deadline 


No issue in January 


Issue 


February ......... January 10 
March... aaan. February 10 
Apele poke aA 2 March 10 
Maya scass saplainas April 10 

June, July, Aug .... May 10 
September........ August 10 
Octobe se son oe ek, September 10 
November........ October 10 
December......... November 10 


Email: carlaphoto@gmail.com 


October 2022 


CHAIRS — — — > 


Alice Hecker Native Plant Garden 
OPEN 


Chapter Council Delegate 
David Popp ° (530) 990-3703 


Conservation OPEN 
Education OPEN 
Events OPEN 


Field Trips 
Marjorie McNairn ¢ (530) 343-2397 


Horticulture 
Deb Halfpenny ¢ (831) 595-7615 


Hospitality OPEN 
Invasive Plants OPEN 


Membership & Mailing 
Chris Mueller 


Newsletter Editor 
Carla Resnick ° carlaphoto@gmail.com 


Programs 
Lisa Williams ° (510) 520-6348 
Publicity 
Cindy Weiner e° (530) 588-1906 


Volunteer Recognition 
Marjorie McNairn ¢ (530) 343-2397 


Website Administrator 
seeking replacement 
Woody Elliott © (530) 588-2555 


MEETINGS 


Executive Board Meeting: 

Third Wednesday of each month at 7 
pm, except June, July & December. 
All CNPS members welcome. 
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Field Trips 


by Marjorie McNairn 
NOTE: Please check with Marjorie prior to a field trip to see tf it has been canceled due to social distancing 


Thursday, October 6 


Butte Creek Trail 

Meet at Chico Park & Ride west lot (Hwy 32/99) at 8:30 am. Bring a light jacket, lunch, water, insect /sun 
protection, and money for ride sharing. This trail is managed by the Bureau of Land Management, and is 
downstream from the Forks of Butte Creek. We will drive east on Hwy 32 to Garland Rd, then south about 5 miles 
to the trailhead in Butte Creek Canyon. High clearance vehicles are suggested. Easy 2.2 mile round trip walk along 
the scenic Upper Butte Creek, where we will find two trees not observed on the Conifers Of Butte County field trip, 
the California yew and California nutmeg. The trail winds through a narrow band of riparian plants and a mixed 
coniferous forest extends up the rugged canyon walls. 


Log onto Mount Lassen Chapter Meetup to reserve a space and find the link to the waiver. 


Saturday, October 22 


Deer Creek 

Meet at Chico Park & Ride (Hwy 32/99) west lot at 
8:30 am or at the trailhead (north side of bridge over 
Deer Creek on Hwy 32) at 9:30 am. This is a gentle, 
2-mile walk down the Deer Creek trail to a lovely 
falls and fish ladder. Nearby there may be CA fuchsia 
and Sierra mint still in bloom along with fall colors 

of Indian rhubarb and big leaf maple. We sometimes 
see hordes of ladybird beetles gathering for the winter 
here. Bring water and lunch with money for ride- 
sharing. A light jacket may be comfortable depending 
on the weather. 


Log onto Mount Lassen Chapter Meetup to reservea PERF Wee @ 9 aes : ay 
space and find the link to the waiver. Deer Creek 


These businesses support the goals of CNPS Members get a 10% discount on plants. 


Floral Native Nursery Q Debise Kelly 
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Chico, CA 95973 ah i) i Pee E 
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ey ea VL ce 


FAX 345-5354 


flowerfloozie@sbcglobal.net 
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MOUNT LASSEN CHAPTER 
CALIFORNIA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY 
PO BOX 4067 

CHICO, CA 95927-4067 
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Membership Form 
California Native Plant Society 
I wish to affiliate with the Mount Lassen Chapter 


! Name 

: Address 

! City CS tate Zip 
! Phone 


: Email 
: [|] New [| Renew 


: | |Student / Fixed Income $25 [| | Individual $50 
: [| Plant Lover $120 [_] Supporter $500 


: Send Membership Application to: 
: California Native Plant Society 
: Attn: Membership 2707 K Street, Suite 1 Sacramento, CA 95816-5130 


: For memberships for organizations or to become a Perennial monthly 
i sustainer contact CNPS.org 
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CALENDAR OFEVENTS —=Ž 
Wednesday, October 5, 7om 
Program: Environmental Impact of 
Valley’s Edge Development with 
Jared Geiser 


Field Trips: 
Thursday, October 6 
Butte Creek Trail 


Saturday, October 22 
Deer Creek 
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Newsletter of the Mount Lassen Chapter 
CALIFORNIA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY 


November 2022 
Rare Plants: Inventory and Conservation efforts in California 


Wednesday, November 2, 7pm 
Presented by R. Doug Stone, CNPS Rare Plant Botanist 


Learn: 
1. What isa rare plant? (Different kinds of rarity, with examples.) 


2. What do we do in the CNPS Rare Plant Program? (CNPS Rare Plant Inventory, Rare = 
Plant Treasure Hunt, seed collecting under California Plant Rescue, cooperative project ais 
on Species of Conservation Concern with the U.S. Forest Service.) 


3. What laws are on the books to protect rare plants? (In the Rare Plant Program we are 
not directly involved in conservation advocacy, but our rankings for rare plants are 
important for determining which species need to be addressed, e.g. under CEQA.) 


R. Doug Stone is currently an Associate Rare Plant Botanist with CNPS, a Research 
Associate of the California Botanic Garden (CalBG), and a Senior Research Associate of the 
University of KwaZulu-Natal (UKZN). His botanical career began at UC Santa Cruz (1976- 
1981) where he and two other undergraduates were awarded Honors for their thesis on 
the flora and vegetation of the Kingston Mountains in California’s eastern Mojave Desert. 
For his Master’s degree at UC Berkeley (1985-1988), he completed a status survey of the 
vernal-pool grasses Orcuttia, Neostapfia, and Tuctoria in California’s Central Valley. After 
earning his PhD in Integrative Biology (Plant Systematics) at UC Berkeley (1998-2004), 

he spent seven years in South Africa working as a faculty member at UKZN (2008-2015). 
He has authored or co-authored more than 40 scientific publications including taxonomic 
revisions and descriptions of more than 60 new plant species from tropical Africa and 
Madagascar. Since returning to California in 2018, he has started a new research project on 
phylogenomics and population genomics of Orcuttia and relatives (in collaboration with 
Dr. Travis Columbus of CalBG). 


Zoom Meeting https: / /cnps-org.zoom.us/j/87012923129 Meeting ID: 870 1292 3129 


Save the Date! WILDFLOWERS 


Our first in person meeting will be held on Tuesday, December 13, 7 pm at 


the Chico Library. Our special guest, Roger Lederer is an emeritus professor of 
biological sciences and taught at Chico State for 30 years. He has published eleven í 
books and will be discussing writing his books Birds of Bidwell Park, Trees of Bidwell BIDWELL PARK 


Roger Lederer and Carol Burr 


Park, and Wildflowers of Bidwell Park, and why each was a different challenge. 
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Salvia sonomensis Wikimedia Commune 
Plant Spotlight 


Sonoma Sage (Salvia sonomensis) 
Sonoma Sage, or Creeping Sage, is 

a member of the Lamiaceae (Mint) 
family native to California. It is found 
in the Coast Ranges, Peninsular 
Range, and Sierra foothills. It is a mat- 
forming subshrub with stems growing 
no more than about 16 inches. The 
leaves are about 1-2 % inches long 
and up to half an inch wide. They are 
hairy: the upper surface with minute 
hairs, and the lower surface so densely 
covered with recurved hairs that it 
looks white. The flower clusters are 
scapose (resembling a scape), with 
clusters up to half an inch wide. The 
flowers range in color from white to 
blue, lilac and purple. It is moderately 
drought tolerant if given some shade. 
It is sensitive to heat and direct sun; 
leaf drop is an indication of too much 
sun or heat or inadequate moisture. 
In suitable growing conditions it will 
form a mat up to 15 ft. wide while 
remaining about 1 ft. high. 


Water requirements are extremely 
low, with maximum watering of three 
times per month. Considered deer- 
resistant, this groundcover attracts 
hummingbirds, butterflies, and bees, 
during spring and summer flowering. 
The plant is also host to a number of 
moths. 


— Adapted from Calscape 
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Officers & Chairs for 2022 
OFFICERS ————“(‘CC—s—S 


President’s duties: 
Lisa Williams 
Cindy Weiner 
Deborah Halfpenny 


Vice President 
Vacant 


Secretary 
Vacant 


Treasurer 
Nancy Praizler 


Others assisting: 
David Popp 
Chris Mueller 


MEMBERS ATLARGE 


Hesh Kaplan 
(530) 892-9938 


Marjorie McNairn 
(530) 343-2397 


David Popp 
(530) 990-3703 


email: 
mountlassen@cnps.org 


Contribute to The Pipevine 


Deadline 


No issue in January 


Issue 


February ......... January 10 
March... aana. February 10 
APAIN amna Se) March 10 
Mayada naaa, April 10 

June, July, Aug .... May 10 
September........ August 10 
OCTOBER iaai ota, September 10 
November........ October 10 
December ........ November 10 


Email: carlaphoto@gmail.com 


November 2022 


CHAIRS — > 


Alice Hecker Native Plant Garden 
OPEN 


Chapter Council Delegate 
David Popp ° (530) 990-3703 


Conservation OPEN 
Education OPEN 
Events OPEN 


Field Trips 
Marjorie McNairn ¢ (530) 343-2397 


Horticulture 
Deb Halfpenny ¢ (831) 595-7615 


Hospitality OPEN 
Invasive Plants OPEN 


Membership & Mailing 
Chris Mueller 


Newsletter Editor 

Carla Resnick ° carlaphoto@gmail.com 
Programs 

Lisa Williams ¢ (510) 520-6348 
Publicity 

Cindy Weiner e° (530) 588-1906 
Volunteer Recognition 

Marjorie McNairn ¢ (530) 343-2397 


Website Administrator 
seeking replacement 
Woody Elliott © (530) 588-2555 


MEETINGS = — = 


Executive Board Meeting: 

Third Wednesday of each month at 
7 pm, except June, July & December. 
All CNPS members welcome. 
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Field Trips 


by Marjorie McNairn 
NOTE: Please check with Marjorie prior to a field trip to see tf it has been canceled due to social distancing 


Saturday, November 5 


Doon Grade along the Little West Fork Branch 
Feather River 

This three-mile, round trip hike is along the old Doon 
Grade rail line just south of Stirling City, where it 
looks down on the Little West Fort of the West branch 
of the Feather River. We hope to see the black oaks of 
the area in full fall color. 


Meet at 9 am at Chico Park and Ride west lot. Bring 
water, lunch/snacks, clothing appropriate for the 
weather at elevation of 3000’ and wear sturdy shoes. 


Leader: Marjorie 


To make a reservation, log onto Mount Lassen 
Chapter Meetup and use the link to sign the required 


waiver. 


Black Oak (Quercus kelloggii) in Fall 


Saturday, November 26 


Street Trees of the Chico Avenues 

We will walk about three miles through The Avenues, and learn about several of the native and non-native street 
trees growing in the area. Discussed will be: their identification, origin, growing conditions, unique features, and 
the advantages and disadvantages of a good street tree for Chico. We will finish by noon. 


Meet at 9 am at the corner of Memorial Way and Oleander. 
Leader: Marjorie 


Please sign up with Mount Lassen Chapter Meetup use the link to sign the required waiver. 


These businesses support the goals of CNPS Members get a 10% discount on plants. 
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CALENDAR OFEVENTS —=Ž 
Wednesday, November 2, 7 pm 
Program: Rare Plants: Inventory and 
Conservation efforts in California 
Presented by R. Doug Stone 


Field Trips: 

Saturday, November 5 

Doon Grade along the Little West 
Fork Branch Feather River 


Saturday, November 26 
Street Trees of the Chico Avenues 
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Newsletter of the Mount Lassen Chapter 
CALIFORNIA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY 


December 2022 


The Craft of Writing Books on Wildflowers, Trees, 
and Birds of Bidwell Park 


Tuesday, December 13, 2022 * 7 pm 
Meeting Room - Chico Public Library 
E 1st Ave & Sherman Avenues 


Guest Speaker: Roger Lederer 
Emeritus Professor — California State University, Chico 


Join us for our return to in-person meetings with special guest, Dr. Roger 
Lederer. He will describe the different challenges of writing his books as 
illustrated by Carol Burr: Birds of Bidwell Park, Trees of Bidwell Park, and 
Wildflowers of Bidwell Park. 

Roger is an emeritus professor of biological sciences and taught at 

Chico State for 30 years. He has consulted for governmental agencies, 
environmental organizations, schools, and presented hundreds of public 
presentations to a wide variety of audiences. Since retiring as Dean of 


the College of Natural Sciences, he has published 30 scientific papers and 
eleven books, and traveled to more than 100 countries, in part by lecturing 


b f ; Wavy-leaved Soap Plant, 
on a NuUMDber OF cruises. Chlorogalum pomeridianum. 


Refreshments to follow! Illustration by Dr. Carol Burr 


Chapter Board of Directors Elections at upcoming IN PERSON General 
Meeting 


Membership will vote on the nominations at the General Meeting on Tuesday, December 13, at 7 pm, 
at the Chico Library meeting room. 


Nominations for officers for Mount Lassen Chapter for 2023 

The following members have been nominated to serve on the Mount Lassen Chapter Executive Board 
in 2023. 

Nominations will also be accepted from the floor prior to the election. 


Co-President........ Nancy Praizler and Cindy Weiner 
Secretary: ...°. 4-225" Laura Clausen 
Treasurer ds w eyed Nancy Praizler 


Members-at-large ... Marjorie McNairn, Hesh Kaplan, David Popp 
Chapter Council .... David Popp 


Cal Water’s Smart 
Landscape Tune-Up 
Program 


Cal Water is offering a Smart 
Landscape Tune-Up Program, to 
eligible customers in select service 
areas, to help save water every day. 
The program is available at no charge. 


How does it work? 
There are three easy steps to 
participate: 


Sign up on the website 


https: / /www.calwater.com 
conservation/tuneup/ to receive an 
irrigation system efficiency evaluation 
from their contractor, Valley Soil. 


A Cal Water conservation team 
member will contact you with 
recommendations for irrigation 
system improvements based on the 
evaluation. 


Schedule a follow-up visit with 
Valley Soil to have the selected 
improvements made at no charge. 


If you are interested in participating 
in the program, you can inquire about 
your eligibility using the form on the 
website. Some limitations apply and 
quantities are limited. 


To speak to a Cal Water representative 
about this program, call 
(844) 207-1313. 
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Officers & Chairs for 2022 
OFFICERS ——————“‘CC—S 


President’s duties: 
Lisa Williams 
Cindy Weiner 
Deborah Halfpenny 


Vice President 
Vacant 


Secretary 
Vacant 


Treasurer 
Nancy Praizler 


Others assisting: 
David Popp 
Chris Mueller 


MEMBERS ATLARGE 


Hesh Kaplan 
(530) 892-9938 


Marjorie McNairn 
(530) 343-2397 


David Popp 
(530) 990-3703 


email: 
mountlassen@cnps.org 


Contribute to The Pipevine 
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December 2022 


CHAIRS ——— 


Alice Hecker Native Plant Garden 
OPEN 


Chapter Council Delegate 
David Popp ° (530) 990-3703 


Conservation OPEN 
Education OPEN 
Events OPEN 


Field Trips 
Marjorie McNairn ¢ (530) 343-2397 


Horticulture 
Deb Halfpenny ¢ (831) 595-7615 


Hospitality OPEN 
Invasive Plants OPEN 


Membership & Mailing 

Chris Mueller 

Newsletter Editor 

Carla Resnick ¢ carlaphoto@gmail.com 
Programs 

Lisa Williams ° (510) 520-6348 
Publicity 

Cindy Weiner e° (530) 588-1906 
Volunteer Recognition 

Marjorie McNairn ¢ (530) 343-2397 
Website Administrator 


seeking replacement 
Woody Elliott ° (530) 588-2555 


MEETINGS 


Executive Board Meeting: 

Third Wednesday of each month at 
7 pm, except June, July & December. 
All CNPS members welcome. 
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Field Trips 


by Marjorie McNairn 
Saturday, December 10 


Ponderosa Way to Middle Butte Creek 
Upper Ridge Nature Preserve Magalia 
Leader: Marjorie McNairn 


Meet at Chico Park & Ride west lot at 9 am, or 9:30 am at the west end of 
Ponderosa Way in Magalia. Wear warms clothes and sturdy shoes; bring 
lunch, water and money for ridesharing. We will see three waterfalls along 
the Ponderosa Trail, and one along Middle Butte Creek Hopefully the 
mushrooms will put on a show, and the waterfalls will be active. These 
trails are within the Paradise greenway, and are maintained by the Property 
Owners Association Trail Group. Depending on our choice of trails the 
length can be 4 miles round trip or 3 miles one way if we arrange a car 
shuttle. We should be back by mid-afternoon. Rain cancels. 

Reserve a space on Mount Lassen Chapter Meetup, and use the link to sign 


the required waiver. 


Thursday, January 1, 2023 


Maidu Rock Shelter 
Upper Bidwell Park 
Leader: Marjorie McNairn 


Happy New Year! 


Meet at 10 am with lunch and drink at the east end of the Horseshoe Lake 
Parking lot E. We will take the Middle Trail in upper Bidwell Park. Wear 
warm clothes. Start the New Year off with this traditional trip to Upper 
Park and a rock overhang with more than 25 bedrock mortars and a small 
waterfall over the entrance (if it has been raining.) About a 3.5 mile hike. 
Rain cancels. 

Reserve a space on Mount Lassen Chapter Meetup, and use the link to sign 
the required waiver. 


These businesses support the goals of CNPS Members get a 10% discount on plants. 


Floral Native Nursery Q Ps Denise Kelly 
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Committee Chair Positions and Responsibilites 


There are a number of standing committee chair positions 
that are currently open. Having these positions filled is 

an important step in revitalizing our chapter. To help you 
understand a bit about these positions, here are some brief 
descriptions, written by members who have held these 
positions in the past. Remember that these positions are 
flexible and can be adapted to fit the interests and abilities 
of any member who chooses to fill them. 


CONSERVATION 
Monitor and review local, regional and state conservation 
issues. Coordinate with State CNPS as to positions, 

actions and lawsuits that pertain to our four-county area. 
Advise the Board as to actions that need to be taken or 
watched, e.g. individual or Chapter public comments 
needed on draft EIRs, General Plan Amendments, zoning 
changes, Habitat Conservation Plans / Natural Community 
Conservation Plans. Write conservation articles for the 
newsletter. Coordinate with other environmental groups. 


EDUCATION = > 
To create and coordinate dynamic learning activities for 

all ages and cultural associations that engage and enhance 
member and community understanding and knowledge 

of native plants across California’s wildlands, resource 
conservation areas, parks, public lands and easements, 
agricultural lands, rural settings, and urban landscapes. 


INVASIVE PLANTS = = — > 
Coordinates with state CNPS Invasive Plant Program, Cal- 
IPC and other invasive plant programs, locally and state 
wide. Educates chapter members and non-members of the 
threats to native plants by invasives. Plans invasive plants 
removal work days. 


Plant Giveaway in Paradise 2021 - one of many events by our Chapter 


The Pipevine 


December 2022 
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Programs: Past presenters at our Chapter meetings 


e Seek out/recruit speakers for monthly general 
meetings 


e Help set up audio visual equipment if in-person and / 
or update current announcement Power Point page 
and introduce speaker if on Zoom 


e Responsible for Chapter AV equipment 
e Keep running record of presenters 


e Upload recorded Zoom presentations to chapter 
Facebook page 


e Write article for The Pipevine 


RARE PLANTS = = — > 
e Coordinates with State CNPS Rare Plant Program and 
submits data on rare plants in our four-county region. 


e Keeps chapter informed and suggests relevant 
programs 


e Advocates for the protection of rare plants. 


HOSPITALITY > 
e Arranges for refreshments at general meetings and 
other events, soliciting membership help. 


e Keeps track of Chapter coffee maker and supplies. 


e Usually arrives early to unlock the meeting place, 
helps with set-up of room for seating, program, and 
refreshments. 


TABLE SALES = — > 

The purpose of Table Sales is to advance the CNPS 

educational mission, serve the local CNPS community with 

timely publications and relevant items of interest, and to 

supplement the local Chapter revenue. 

Responsibilities include: 

e Plan Table Sales purchases—within Board-approved 
annual budget—all material for sale compatible with 
CNPS mission and includes items of Chapter (local- 


regional) interest. 
continues on next page 
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Committee Chair Positions and Responsibilites 
continued from page 4 
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Hands-on workshop at Alice Hecker Memorial Native Plant Garden. 
One of many events by our Chapter. Photo by Deborah Halfpenny 
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e Coordinate event sales as needed, e.g. WHO = transport/setup-takedown 
of material and sales / cashier time slots; WHAT = tailor sales material and 
presentation to event audience and capacity to transport and oversee, and 
ensure means of security for the cash box and inventory; WHEN = date, 
times of event and volunteer shift times; WHERE = is the event space/table 
provided, size of space/table, indoors / outdoors (tarp for shade or rain). 


e Balance cash box sales and maintain a running inventory after each event 
with the use of receipts. 


e Balance event and incidental sales together with purchases, bank deposits, 
and sales taxes reported quarterly to the Chapter Treasurer. 


The Chapter President and Treasurer should be notified at all times as to where 
inventory and the cash box are currently kept. 


ALICE HECKER MEMORIAL NATIVE PLANT GARDEN AT CHICO CREEK 
NATURE CENTER — >; 
Mount Lassen Chapter developed and maintains the Alice Heckert Native Plant 
Garden at 1968 E. 8th Street, Chico. A team of members works in conjunction 
with the Executive Director and staff of the Chico Creek Nature Center, with 
mentoring from the Horticulture Chair. Periodic work days are called and noted 
in the newsletter to maintain the garden, weeding and replanting as necessary. 
Native plant consultation on other areas around the Center is offered as needed. 


If you are interested in any of these positions, or know of a member who would 
be a good candidate, please contact any board member. 


The Pipevine December 2022 


Plant Spotlight 


Soft rush (Juncus effusus 


yom 


te AE 
Juncus effusus 
Photo by Deborah Halfpenny 


Soft rush (Juncus effusus) is a member 
of the Juncaceae (Rush) family found 
growing in wet areas, as indicated by 
the common name. It is very wide- 
spread and native to most continents; 
for this reason there are a number of 
native and non-native subspecies and 
varieties, and numerous synonyms. 

It grows in large clumps about 1.5 
meters (5 feet) tall at the water’s edge 
along streams, ditches and ponds and 
can be invasive anywhere with moist 
soil. It is commonly found growing 
in humus-rich areas such as marshes, 
ditches, fens, and beaver dams. It can 
be useful around ornamental ponds 
and bioswales. It is very easy to grow. 
Site Type: 

Freshwater marshes, streams, ponds, 
drainage ditches, fens, bogs, and 
other areas that are wet or moist the 
majority of the year. 
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MOUNT LASSEN CHAPTER 
CALIFORNIA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY 
PO BOX 4067 

CHICO, CA 95927-4067 


RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Membership Form 
California Native Plant Society 
I wish to affiliate with the Mount Lassen Chapter 


: Name 

: Address 

! City State Zip 
: Phone 


: Email 
: [|] New [| Renew 


: | ]Student / Fixed Income $25 [ | Individual $50 
: [| Plant Lover $120 [_] Supporter $500 


: Send Membership Application to: 
: California Native Plant Society 
: Attn: Membership 2707 K Street, Suite 1 Sacramento, CA 95816-5130 | 


: For memberships for organizations or to become a Perennial monthly 
i sustainer contact CNPS.org 


e lhe 


ipevine 


Nonprofit Org 
U.S. Postage 
Paid 
Chico, CA 
Permit No. 553 


CALENDAR OFEVENTS —=Ž 
Tuesday, December 13, 7 pm 
Program: The Craft of Writing Books 
on Wildflowers, Trees, 

and Birds of Bidwell Park 

Presented by Dr. Roger Lederer 


Tuesday, December 13, 7 pm 
Board of Directors Election at Chico 
Library Meeting Room 


Field Trips: 

Saturday, December 10 
Ponderosa Way to Middle Butte 
Creek 

Upper Ridge Nature Preserve 
Magalia 


Thursday, January 1 
Maidu Rock Shelter 
Upper Bidwell Park 


